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Cameron  Commission  Completes 
Two  Year  Study  of  Education 


Shown  at  the  signing  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Education  are  members  of 
the  Commission.  They  are,  from  left  to  right,  seated:  Mrs.  W.  C.  Taylor,  of  Wainwright;  Senator 
Donald  Cameron,  chairman;  Mrs.  D.  A.  Hansen,  of  Calgary.  Standing  are  Dr.  G.  L.  Mowatt,  vice 
chairman;  J.  S.  Cor  mack,  Q.C.,  of  Edmonton  and  N.  W.  Douglas  of  Calgary.  • 

The  Royal  Commission  on  Education,  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Alberta  December  31, 
1957,  to  study,  and  make  recommendations  concerning  education  within  the  province,  travelled 
more  than  6,000  miles  during  the  course  of  its  investigations.  The  six  member  group,  headed  by 
Senator  Donald  Cameron,  director  of  the  Banff  School  of  Fine  Arts,  began  public  hearings  in  April, 
1957.  During  the  160  days  the  Commission  sat  as  a  board,  it  considered  submissions  from  such 
varied  sources  as  Home  and  School  Associations,  religious  groups,  cultural  organizations,  ethnic 
groups,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  private  individuals  and  others.  Of  more  than  200  briefs  the  Com- 
mission received,  185  were  presented  by  their  conceivers  at  the  twenty  different  locations  the 
Commission  held  hearings  throughout  the  province.  Compilation  of  the  material  required  a  staff  of 
up  to  15  persons,  and  required  three  offices  at  the  headquarters  in  an  Edmonton  office  building. 
Final  report  contained  280  different  recommendations  contained  in  684  pages.  The  Commission 
was  dissolved  November  9,  1959,  the  date  on  which  the  report  was  submitted  to  the  government. 
Copies  will  be  available  from  the  Queen's  Printer  early  in  1960.  • 


JVe€Bther  Farces 
CiBrrying  Over  Part 
1959  Raad  JPIiMn 

Gordon  E.  Taylor,  Minister  of  Highways, 
has  issued  a  final  report  on  road  construction  in 
the  Province  of  Alberta.  The  Province  undertook 
a  program  in  1959  to  grade  more  than  484  miles 
to  highway  standard.  Three  hundred  eighty- 
six  and  one-half  miles  have  been  completed  05-  _ 
80%  of  the  program.  Ninetv-seven  per  cent  of 
last  vear's  program  was  completed  in  1958. 

Only  67%  of  the  stabilized  gravel  base  course 
has  been  laid  as  against  967o  in  1958.  This  year 
184  miles  was  laid.  The  program  called  for  more 
than  267  miles  to  be  done. 

Ninetv-one  per  cent  of  the  asphaltic  plant  mix 
surface  course  has  been  completed;  that  is,  195 
miles  out  of  214  have  been  done.  In  1958  100% 
of  the  program  was  completed. 

Three  and  39/lOOths  miles  of  concrete  was  in 
tlie  1959  program  and  only  53%  or  1.8  miles  has 
been  completed. 

One  hundred  per  cent  of  the  seal  coat  work  or 
194.8  miles  was  completed. 

Two  hundred  seventeen  and  one-half  miles  out 
of  a  program  of  242^7  or  90%  of  the  double 
surface  treatment  was  completed.  This  double 
surface  treatment  program  was  done  on  an  ex- 
perimental basis  to  see  if  a  cheaper  type  of 
stabilization  that  would  stand  normal  truck  traffic 
up  to  45,000  lb.  maximum  would  result.  It  was 
done  as  an  altei-native  to  applying  oil  as  a  dust 
layer.  The  217  miles  that  have  been  completed 
will  be  watched  most  carefully  by  highway  en- 
gineers, especially  during  the  spring  thaw. 

The  working  season  of  1959  was  not  a  good 
one  for  road  building.  Three  thousand,  three  hun- 
dred twenty-five  shifts  were  lost  due  to  rain  and 
inclement  weather.  During  1958  only  1,347% 
shifts  were  lost.  The  season  has  consequently 
made  it  difficult  for  contractors  and  truckers. 
The  Department  will  have  to  carry  over  the  work 
not  completed  into  the  1960  program.  • 
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Ma  Exhibitors  Take  Many 
Awards  at  Royal  Winter  Fair 

Alberta's  agricultural  products  exhibited  at  Toronto's  31st  annual 
Royal  Winter  Fair  held  November  13-21  amassed  more  than  450  prize- 
winning  ribbons,  second  onlv  to  the  record  of  Ontario.  The  Alberta  ex- 
hibit included  some  300  head  of  livestock,  48  field  crop  entries,  48  dressed 
poultry,  and  71  butter  entries. 

Among  the  major  awards  won  by  Albertans  were  four  Grand  Cham- 
pionships, one  Reserve  Grand  Championship,  10  Championships,  nine 
Reserve  Championships,  87  Firsts,  82  Seconds  and  63  Thirds.  Many  special 
awards  were  also  won  by  Albertans. 

The  Alberta  livestock  entries  filled  22  railway  cars.  A  special  train 
left  Alberta  with  the  exhibit  Novem^ber  2,  arriving  in  Toronto  four  days 
later.  The  following  week  the  cattle  were  rested  while  exhibitors  busied 
themselves  in  washing  and  grooming  their  charges  for  the  agricultural 
show.  The  Alberta  entry  included  74  purebred  beef  cattle,  103  market 
cattle,  33  dairy  cattle,  30  hogs  and  58  sheep. 

During  the  fair  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  prized  livestock  went  on 
display,  including  3,000  cattle,  1,300  horses,  700  swine,  1,000  sheep  and 
5,000  poultry.  Prize  winners  received  $148,000  in  prize  money,  as  well 
as  countless  trophies  and  ribbons  to  stretch  for  four  miles. 

Preparations  for  the  Royal  in  Alberta  began  in  the  early  fall  as 
seed  growers  hand-selected  grains  to  make  up  their  exhibits.  A  special 
livestock  selection  committee  visited  ranches  and  stock  farms  to  choose 
the  livestock  that  would  represent  Alberta  at  the  world's  largest  agricultural 
fair. 

All  exhibits  were  sent  to  Toronto  under  the  aegis  of  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Agriculture. 
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tor  the  tliird  year  in  a  row  C.  j.  Kallal,  a  Tojield  Herejord  rancher, 
was  named  the  premier  exhibitor  and  premier  breeder  of  the  Hereford 
beef  cattle  division  at  the  Royal  Winter  Fair.  It  is  the  first  time  in  the 
31-year  history  of  the  agricultural  exhibition  that  one  rancher  has  so 
ivoii  the  coveted  twin  awards.  The  premier  exhibitor  award  is  presented 
annually  to  the  person  who  exhibited  animals  winning  the  greatest  number 
of  points  in  the  show,  while  the  premier  breeder  award  is  presented  each 
year  to  the  person  who  bred  the  animals  winning  the  largest  number  of 
points.  Shown  with  the  award  banners  are  Lawrence  Kallal  and  C.  J. 
Kallal.  Holding  some  of  the  prize  ivinning  Herefords  are  Charles  Gibson 
of  Holden,  Ed  Noad  of  High  River  and  Roy  Wallaivin  of  Calgary. 


Alberta  Government  Invests  Heavily 
In  Continuing  Municipal^Progress 

The  following  statement  as  of  October  31 ,  1959,  was  made  available  this  month  by  the  Hon. 
E.  W.  Hinraan,  Provincial  Treasurer. 

Alberta  holds  in  its  special  investment  portfolio  the  following: 

Canada  Debentures    $  47,927,000.00 

Canada  Treasury  Bills    19,270,000.00 

Province  of  Alta.  Debentures   654,200.00 

Province  of  Sask.  Debentures    2,000,000.00 

Alta.  Municipal  Finance  Corp   35,000,000.00 

School  District  Debentures   49,391,252.00 

Sundry      16,953,326.00 

  $171,195,778.00 

The  Government  made  loans  to  municipalities 
under  The  Self  Liquidating  Projects  Acts  of  a 

total  of   $  21,994,279.00 

Repayments  have  amounted  to    7,946,247.98 

Leaving  an  outstanding  balance  of    $  14,048,031.02 

Under  the  Municipal  Loans  Revolving  Fund 

the  municipalities  borrowed  a  total  of    $136,306,585.00 

Of  which  repayments  have  been  made  of   25,525,942.29 

Leaving  a  balance  on  loan  to  Municipalities  of   $110,780,642.71 

Under   the   Rural   Electrification  Revolving 

Fund  Act  total  loans  amounted  to    $  28,390,219.24 

Repayments  have  been  made  of    9,403,269.93 

Leaving  a  balance  on  loan  of     $  18,986,950.31 

The  Province  has  outstanding  loans  to  Alta. 

Govt.  Telephone  Commission  of    63,181,662.89 

Cash  &  Deposit  Receipts  to  the  Credit  of  the 

Province    24,729,442.00 

Total  Investment  Assets      $402,922,506.93 

The  debt  of  the  Province  includes: 
Funded  Debt: 

Direct  Debt     18,892,000.00 

Guaranteed    126,200,000.00 

Treasury  Bills  o/s    8,411,107.78 

  153,503,107.78 

Savings  Certificates  outstanding   495.00 

Annuity  Deposit  Liability   496,099.90 

Debt  Liabilities      $153,999,702.68 

Alberta's  reserves  (net  above  direct  and  in-   

direct  guaranteed  liabilities)    $348,922,804.25 


E.  W.  HINMAN 
Provincial  Treasurer 


Experiments  May  Aid 
Alberta  Coal  Sales 

Additional  markets  for  Alberta's  fine  slack  coals 
may  be  found  as  *a  result  of  experiments  in  coal- 
cleaning  being  conducted  at  the  Research  Council 
of  Alberta.  Officers  of  the  Mines  Branch  of  the 
Federal  Department  of  Mines  and  Technical  Sur- 
veys are  conducting  the  program  in  co-operation 
with  the  Research  Council. 

For  several  years  scientists  have  been  investi- 
igating  ways  and  means  of  cleaning  Western 
Canadian  coals,  particularly  fine  slack  coals  of 
less  than  one-quarter  inch  in  size.  One  of  the 
methods  for  cleaning  fine  coal  is  a  "water  cyclone- 
washer"  which  cleans  mine  slack  to  coal  of  ap- 
proximately eight  percent  ash,  desirable  in  coals 
used  for  power  generation  and  coking  purposes. 

Experiments  have  been  conducted  on  a  four- 
ton  per  hour  capacity  pilot  model  installed  at 
the  Research  Council.  Initial  tests  commenced  in 
January  of  this  year  and  continued  until  October 
when  actual  testing  of  slack  coals  from  mines 
in  Alberta  and  British  Columbia  was  midertaken. 

The  testing  program  is  significant  in  that  it 
involves  slack  coal  which  some  mines  sell  at 
distress  prices.  The  ash  content  of  the  raw  coal 
varies  between  10  and  20  percent;  when  cleaned 
it  is  reduced  to  six  percent  or  higher. 

The  cyclone  method  involves  passing  the  mine 
through  the  cyclone  in  a  suspension  of  water. 
Coal  passes  over  the  top  of  the  "bed"  formed 
by  dirt  particles  in  the  cyclone,  while  impurities 
gravitate  to  the  bottom.  The  impurities  are  re- 
cleaned  in  a  second  cvclone  before  the  finished 
product  is  de-watered  and  dried. 

Commercial  application  of  such  units  in  Al- 
berta is  particularly  dependent  upon  availability 
of  water  and  of  suitable  equipment  for  drying  the 
clean  coal  in  order  to  prevent  freezing  in  transit 
during  the  winter  season.  Cost  of  the  plant  itself 
would  depend  on  the  tonnage  required.  Figures 
of  cleaning  costs  in  relation  to  other  processes 
are  not  yet  available. 
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Alberta  School  Helps  Overcome  Deafness  Handicap 


One  hundred  and  forty-four  pupils  including 
one  Eskimo  girl,  enrolled  at  the  Alberta 
school  for  the  Deaf  at  Edmonton  with  the 
commencement  of  its  fourth  operational  term  in 
September. 

Located  south  of  the  University  of  Alberta 
campus  in  Edmonton,  the  school  is  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  most  modern  in  North  America. 
Students,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen, 
receive  educational  instruction  up  to  the  grade 
eight  or  nine  level.  Training  in  pre-vocation  sub- 
jects with  aim  of  high  grade  responses  in  at- 
titudes and  in  good  work  habits  are  emphasized 
to  prepare  children  for  employment  when  they 
reach  the  age  of  18. 

Of  two  groups  totalling  20  who  have  already 
left  school  in  the  last  two  years,  17  are  gainfully 
employed  or  continuing  as  students  elsewhere. 

Academic  classes  follow  the  regular  Alberta 
curriculum  with  vocational  training  when  students 
reach  the  age  of  approximately  12  years.  Girls 
are  taught  cooking,  sewing,  practical  methods 
of  setting  tables  and  general  homemaking.  Typ- 
ing and  elementary  office  routine  are  also  of- 
fered^ Older  girls  attend  beauty  culture  classes 
to  teach  them  the  proper  way  to  achieve  good 
grooming.  Boys  are  introduced  into  industrial 
art  with  wood  and  metal  working,  electricity. 

Farm  B^^me  JVames 
Kept  an  Begister 

Exclusive  use  of  a  name  for  a  rural  or  urban 
home  within  the  province  is  available  to  Albert- 
ans  under  the  provision  of  the  Names  of  Homes 
Act.  Regulations  are  administered  by  the  Exten- 
sion Branch  of  the  Provincial  Department  of 
Agriculture.  At  the  present  time  there  are  362 
homes  registered  in  the  province. 

An  Alberta  home  owner  wishing  to  register 
a  home  name  must  advertise  his  intention  in 
one  issue  of  the  Alberta  Gazette,  and  file  a 
declaration  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
A  certificate  of  registration  may  be  issued  pro- 
vided the  chosen  name  is  not  identical  to,  or 


draughting,  graphic  art  courses  and  barbering. 
Other  training  is  available  in  the  kitchen,  e.g. 
baking;  in  the  laundry  and  in  housekeeping  or 
caretaking. 

Pupils  reside  at  the  school  during  the  school 
vear.  A  fullscale  recreational  program  takes  up 
much  of  the  children's  spare  time.  Teams  com- 
pete in  basketball,  hockey,  Softball  and  volley- 
ball in  inter-school  leagues,  and  swimming  classes 
are  also  available.  Physical  education  includes 
gymnastic  program  too. 

In  the  first  year  at  school  a  pupil  receives  spe- 
cial instruction  in  building  language  vocabulary 
through  reading,  speech  reading  and  speech.  Basic 
skills  are  introduced  then,  for  example,  printing 
and  number  concepts;  sense  training  and  social- 
ization go  hand  in  hand.  The  average  deaf  child 
has  not  had  the  opportunity  to  learn  the  many 
things  a  normal  child  will  pick  up  because  the 
sense  of  hearing  directly  or  indirectly  influences 
about  60  percent  of  the  learning  or  appreciation 
ability  of  an  individual.  By  the  second  year 
in  school,  pupils  of  ability  have  shown  capacities 
for  learning  at  the  grade  one  level;  the  weaker 
pupils  have  spent  two  years  before  readiness 
is  adequate. 

"Sign"  language  is  not  taught  at  the  centre 
and  the  chief  method  of  communication  is  by 


similar  to  one  already  registered.  The  certificate 
is  also  published  in  one  issue  of  the  Alberta 
Gazette.  A  $5.00  fee  is  charged  for  registration. 

Provision  is  made  for  legal  prosecution  for  use 
of  a  name  by  persons  other  than  the  registered 
owner,  or  for  using  a  name  so  closely  resembling 
another  as  to  be  calculated  to  deceive. 

The  registration  of  a  home  name  does  not 
give  a  person  the  right  to  use  the  name  as  a 
pedigree  prefix  for  the  registration  of  livestock. 

Home  owners  wishing  to  use  their  home  name  for 
this  purpose  must  apply  to  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Livestock  Records  office  in  Ottawa. 

The  Act  does  not  allow  the  registration  of 
a  registered  brand  as  the  name  or  part  of  a 
name  of  a  home. 


the  oral  nictliod  iiicliicliiig  writing.  Teachers, 
however,  a(la|)t  iustnictioiial  methods  to  meet 
the  needs  ol  certain  cliildren  who  do  not  have 
aptitude  tor  oral  methods. 

In  addition  to  proxidin^  trainin'^  facilities 
lor  Alhcrta's  deal  cl i ild r<-n .  llic  s<l,<„,l  has  -ivcn 
spcc'ialist  and  imi\crsil\  medical  shidculs  the 
opportnnitN  to  stnd\  dcalncss.  In  co-opci  ation 
with  students  and  tlicir  lamilics.  a  m'nctcscist 
at  the  University  of  Alberta  lias  nndertaken  a 
'j;enetic  study  of  the  factor  ol  lienditN  in  deaf- 
ness. Third  \'ear  medical  stndents  at  tlie  Univer- 
sity of  Alberta  attend  lectnres  at  tlie  seliool  each 
Monday  of  the  universit\  \car.  Tlie  lulnie  med- 
ical practitioners  learn  wliat  to  look  lor  in  ex- 
amining cliildren  for  deafness,  and  ti,eneia]l\  en- 
liance  their  knowledge  of  the  prohlems  ol  the 
deaf  child,  as  well  as  the  local  training  facilities 
availai^le  for  them. 


^  1 

A  happy  handicraft  class. 


Colorful  Bird  Book 
Still  in  Good  Supply 

Copies  of  "Birds  of  Alberta,"  issued  last  year 
through  the  Queen's  Printer  for  sale  at  a  price 
of  $5  are  still  available.  The  volume,  with  its 
delightful  full  color  plates  of  Alberta  birds,  is 
the  result  of  years  of  work  b\-  Alberta  or- 
nithologists. Description  of  physical  appearance, 
living  habits  and  areas  of  habitation  within  the 
province  are  all  detailed.  Copies  may  be  had  by 
writing  The  Queen's  Printer,  Highwa)'S  Building, 
Edmonton,,  Alberta.  • 


Within  Our  Borders 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication 
designed  to  acquaint  the  people  of  the 
Province  imth  the  administration  of  the 
Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  repub- 
lishing of  any  material,  but  a  credit  line 
would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be 
accompanied  by  the  mailing  address  on  the 
front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  and  new  readers 
are  invited  to  forward  their  name  and 
address  to  "Within  Our  Borders",  Legisla- 
tive Buildings,  Edmonton. 

Authorized  as  Second  Class  Mail, 
Post  Office  Department,  Ottawa. 
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Alberta  Government  Phones 
Expand  Services  Rapidly 
Pacing  Provincial  Growth 

The  phenomenal  growth  of  Alberta  since  it  became  a  province  in  1905, 
and  particularly  in  the  past  decade,  is  reflected  in  the  expansion  record 
of  the  province's  telephone  communication  system.  Fifty  years  ago  there 
was  an  average  of  one  telephone  set  for  every  hundred  people.  Today  there 
is  a  telephone  for  every  3.5  of  Alberta's  residents. 

The  telephone  system  throughout  most  of  Alberta  is  controlled  and 
operated  by  the  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  formed  as  a  Dept.  of 
Government  in  1906  and  a  Crown  Corp.  in  1958.  The  City  of  Edmontori 
supports  its  own  system  while  many  rural  residents  operate  rural  mutual 
companies.  Long  distance  service  is  entirely  provided  by  A.G.T. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1959,  there  was  a  total  of  355,942  telephone 
subscribers  in  Alberta.  Of  these,  199,747  were  served  by  Alberta  Govern- 
ment Telephones;  29,739  by  mutual  companies,  and  106,456  by  the  Edmon- 
ton system.  Ten  years  ago  there  was  a  total  of  128,330  subscribers— 69,716 
A.G.T.;  23,286  mutual,  and  35,328,  Edmonton.  In  1909  there  were  only 
4,800  telephones  in  the  province. 

The  history  of  telephones  in  Alberta  dates  back  to  1884  when  a 
Dominion  Government  Telegraph  Agent  at  Edmonton  imported,  and 
installed  two  telephones.  A  single  strand  of  wire  was  strung  between  two 
buildings  one-half  mile  apart  and  successful  use  made  of  this  connection. 
Not  content  with  the  success  of  the  local  experiment,  the  agent  next 
attempted  long-distance  telephon)'.  Two  sets  were  connected  to  the  tele- 
graph wire  stretching  from  Edmonton  to  Battleford  and  a  conversation 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  Encouraged  by  these  and  other  experiments  the 
agent  opened  the  west's  first  telephone  exchange  in  1886. 

Commercial  telephony  really  began  in  1887  when  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company  installed  the  first  exchange  in  Calgary.  There  were  40  subscribers. 
The  first  line  built  expressly  for  purposes  of  long  distance  calling  was  erected 
between  Lethbridge  and  Cardston. 

In  1906  the  province  entered  the  telephone  field  as  a  direct  competitor 
to  the  Bell  Company  and,  two  years  later,  purchased  the  company's  Alberta 
operations.  The  Alberta  system  was  the  first  publicly-owned  company  of 
its  type  in  Canada. 

The  first  government  line  was  built  between  Calgary  and  Banff  in 
1906.  By  1909  three  long  distance  lines  were  in  operation  between  Calgary 
and  Edmonton,  and  province-wide  service  was  being  furnished  from  91 
exchanges  and  toll  stations  linked  by  nearly  2,500  miles  of  long  distance 
lines. 

The  first  automatic  exchange  was  installed  in  the  City  of  Strathcona 
(now  a  part  of  Edmonton)  in  1909.  In  the  following  year  Calgary's  first  auto- 
matic exchange  was  opened.  The  Strathcona  exchange  was  sold  to  the 
City  of  Edmonton  when  the  two  centres  amalgamated  in  1911. 

A  separate  government  department  of  Railways  and  Telephones  was 
created  in  1912  to  cope  with  the  ever-increasing  work  load  of  the  telephone 
company.  In  the  years  1912  to  1914  the  system  nearly  doubled  in  size. 
By  1924  it  was  five  times  the  size  it  was  in  1912. 

Among  the  innovations  introduced  on  the  Alberta  system  for  better 
service  were  the  use  of  repeaters,  which  have  the  effect  of  bolstering 
weakening  voice  currents  at  different  stages  of  their  journey.  As  a  result  of 
this  it  is  possible  to  converse  with  someone  almost  anywhere  in  the  world. 

The  carrier  current  or  multiplex  system  was  another  long  distance 
development  which  improved  the  transmission  quality  and  also  did  away 
with  the  stringing  of  additional  wires.  With  the  apparatus  it  was  possible 
to  carry  several  telephone  conversations  and  transmit  a  number  of  tele- 
graphic communications  without  danger  of  interference.  Alberta  boasted  the 
first  carrier  equipment  in  Canada  and  the  fifth  in  the  world. 

Significant  in  the  growth  of  the  publicly-owned  system  is  the  conver- 
sion of  manual  exchanges  to  automatic  centres.  In  1950  nearly  68  percent 
of  A.G.T.  phones  were  on  dial  service.  Today  the  percentage  has  increased 
to  more  than  82  percent,  serviced  by  71  automatic  exchanges.  There  are 
373  manual  stations  in  Alberta  at  the  present  time. 

Long  distance  messages  originating  in  Alberta  have  shown  a  10  percent 
annual  increase  in  recent  years.  In  the  one-year  period  ending  March  31, 
1959  a  total  of  13,770,333  calls  were  placed  in  the  province,  compared 
with  5,602,546  placed  in  the  corresponding  period  ending  in  1950. 

Plant  and  equipment  value  in  the  1950-59  period  increased  from 
$25,650,608  to  $134,874,290.  The  number  of  employees  jumped  from  1,259 
in  1950  to  3,614  this  year.  Employees  in  1950  drew  salaries  and  wages 
totalling  $2,506,486  compared  with  the  1959  annual  payroll  of  $11,759,562. 

The  A.G.T.  is  a  member  of  the  Trans-Canada  Telephone  System  con- 
sisting of  the  eight  major  telephone  companies  in  Canada  who  together 
provide  scores  of  long  distance  telephone  circuits  from  coast  to  coast  over 
their  united  land  line  facilities.  In  addition  they  provide  many  more  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  circuits  together  with  network  television  programs  over 
their  national  microwave  system.  • 


KNOW  YOUR  ALBERTA 


Edmonton  s  First  House 
Restored  for  Exhibition 


A  log  structure  believed  to  be  the  first  dwelling  constructed  in  Ed- 
monton has  been  presented  by  the  city  and  is  open  to  the  public.  Built 
in  1874,  the  house  stands  on  the  south  bank  of  the  North  Saskatchewan 
River  just  west  of  Edmonton's  105  Street  Bridge.  It  was  recently  repainted 
and  repaired  by  the  Edmonton  citv  archives  and  landmarks  committee. 

The  18  feet  wide  and  24  feet  long  building  is  made  of  handhewn  logs. 
Original  partitions  forming  three  rooms  have  been  removed  from  the  main 
floor  although  the  upstairs  level  is  still  divided  into  three  bedrooms. 

The  home  was  built  by  John  Walters,  one  of  Edmonton's  first  citizens. 
He  lived  there  with  his  sister  for  a  number  of  years  and  later  erected 
another  dwelling  immediately  to  the  west  of  the  original  structure.  This 
building  also  stands  today  and  is  still  in  use  as  a  dwelling. 

Several  photographs  of  early  days  in  Edmonton  adorn  the  walls,  in- 
cluding a  portrait  of  Mr.  Walters.  He  came  to  Edmonton  in  1879  and 
worked  as  a  "York  boat"  builder  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  five 
years.  For  the  next  fifteen  years  he  was  in  business  for  himself,  operating 
a  lumber  mill  and  thriving  boat  building  business.  Log  boom  pilings  are 
still  seen  in  the  river  near  the  home,  and  the  partial  hull  of  an  old  freighter 
is  grounded  on  the  river  bank  immediately  in  front  of  the  house. 

During  its  existence  the  house  has  been  subjected  to  two  major  floods 
and  a  fire.  Evidence  of  the  flood  of  1915  is  seen  in  silt  deposits  around 
the  logs  some  five  feet  from  the  floor. 

On  the  grounds  of  the  building  is  an  example  of  ingenuity  used  by  the 
Klondike  gold  seekers.  It  is  a  barrel  wagon  simply  made  by  placing  a 
number  of  barrels  laid  horizontally  within  the  confines  of  a  framed  plat- 
form acting  as  wheels.  The  wagon  was  hitched  to  horses  or  oxen.  Un- 
fortunately for  the  designer  the  device  lasted  for  four  miles  before  falling 
apart.  The  huge  jaw  bones  of  an  arctic  whale  are  also  found  on  the  grounds. 

The  area  is  marked  as  a  historic  site  by  a  provincial  government  cairn. 
Visitors  will  be  shown  the  premises  any  afternoon  between  the  hours  of 
1:30  and  3:30  by  Roy  Devore,  a  resident  of  Edmonton  for  54  years.  The 
house  may  be  found  at  10627  -  93  Ave. 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  the  coining  year  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of 
provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  is 
pleased  to  list  these  in  its  Coming  Events  column.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Room  502,  Legislative  Bldg., 
Edmonton. 

Dec.  3-5      Canadian  Cancer  Society  Provincial 

Council  Convention   Edmonton 

Dec.  4        Agricultural  Institute  of  Canada   Edmonton 

Dec.  7-11    Farmers  Union  of  Alberta  Convention   Edmonton 

Dec.  28-29  Council  for  Community  Services 

Convention   Edmonton 

Jan.  8         Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants   Edmonton 

Jan.  18-19  Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Association 

Convention   Calgary 

Jan.  20-2    Prairie  Road  Builders  Association 

Convention   ._  Calgary 


